
r

7 '

1! :

5

I

s

I i

VOL. 8

" i. I

SCOTT COUNTY HICKER. 'vv':jHHflHi

OBSERVATIONS THE KICKER.
Conditions in Mexico as by Writers in

Pnblications.-T- he Taft-DI-az Feast.
At this tlmo the conditions in

'Mexico ore of particular Interest
ti the people of the United
States. Wo are in the habit or

'speaking of Mexico as our "ul-
ster republic " and many have
bccu led to bollove that condl-- "

tlons there are even better than
'

here. When the capitalist
planned the hand-shaki- ng and
Jonst of President Taft and Pres-

ident Diaz they, no doubt, were
ignorant of the extent that the

' masse arc aware of the condi-
tions In Mexico. And now that

''Taft Is on the way. quite all tho
newspapers that have any Inde-

pendence at all are protesting.
ho St. Louis Mirror says
At last this country has awak- -

liiiwl to the fact that Mexico is
' not the enlightened, progressive

country we have thought. The
fact is that Diaz Is a tyrant,

' that liberty Is unknown there,
that the progress of the country
consists chlefjy In graft, the
graft the friends of Diaz are get-
ting off the American and other
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Jury? Let me quote you a little
law that tho last grand Jury evi
dently overlooked

Sec. 4G81). Officers to procure
best rates In procuring the pub-
lication of any law.
advertisement or notice, as in the
next preceding section mentioned
the public officer SHALL AC
CEPT OF THE MOST

TERMS THAT CAN E
OBTAINED, .not to exceed the
rates LIMITED in the next ore- -.

ceding section.
Now, the penalty for violating

this law Is much greater than tor
shooting craps. While I did not
expect anything to come of it.
yet I told a member of the last
grand Jury that If the Jury want-
ed evidence of the violation of the
above section. I was wllllnir to
furnish car-loa- ds of it. But I was
not railed? Why?

How can you expect your boys
to respect and obey the law when
tho nipn In nuthorlty violate It?
iook ni tne organ ana see tne a- -
mount of circuit court printing
It contains and. so far as I know,
no effort was made by nny offi-

cial to obey the law and secure
tho most terms

that can be secured." Why?

But let us return to Mexico. It
is worse there. Let me first quote
froirt Article I, Section r, of the
Mexican constitution

"In the Republic all are born
free. Slaves who set foot upon
the national territory recover.by
that act alone, 'their liberty, and
have a right to the protection or
our laws."

See. I, of ArtlcleV. reads "No
one shall be compelled to do per-
sonal work without just compen-
sation, and without his full con-

sent."
With1 this as the fundamental

law, does It seem possible that
slavery in Its worst rorm should
ex'st? Few of us realize how near
we of the United States, are to
the same conditions. In the
southern states men out of work
are arrested for "vagrancy" anil
placed on convict farms to work
for the cottou planters. This hah
not yet been recognized ns legal,
but investigation reveals that of
ficial high in authority profit
by It and are seldom punished. A

little time will fix all that.
Yes. it Is knocking at our door.

The credit system rent, interest
and proNt is responsible for tho
condition of the Mexican workers
And what that system has done
In Mexico It can do here. Already
our creditor can sell everything
we have to satisfy his mortgage
or trust deed and even garnishee
the wages of the worlcer. The one
step necessary is to enact a law
compelling men and women who
have no property to render per
sonal service for debt. Then the
creditor would have the right to
fix tho and once a
slave, always a slave. Here Is
Is, In part, what Mr. Turner says
of Mexico

"The slaves of Yucatan get no
money. Tiiey are nan sturvea
They are worked almost to
death. They are beaten. A
largo percentage or tnem are
locked up every night In a house
esembliue a jail, u tney are

sick they must still work, they
arc not permitted the services of
a physician.. The women are
- . ll- -. A, A . ...... I

marry men or tneir own planta-
tion only, ami sometimes are
compelled to marry certain men
not or tneir ciioice. i nere are no
schools for the children. Indeed.
tho entire lives of these people
aro ordered at the whim of a
master and If the master wishes
to kill them, he may do so with
Impunity. 1 heard numerous sto-
ries of slaves being beaten to
death, but I never heard of nn In
stance la which the murderer
was punished, or even arrested.
The police., the public prosecutors
and the hidees know exactly
what was expected of them, for
tho men who appoint tnem are
the planters themselves.

Note carefully what Mr. Turnoc
says about the police, the public
prosecutor and ta Judges. Give
tha ruling class these, and you
can have all the
rights'" and law that you want.
In Mexico they are "appolated--
by the planters. Our masters aro
not quite so rate. Here they only
"appoint" the nominees on both
eld part) tickets and then let you
take your choice the "lesser of
two evils," as you generally call
It. Mr. Turner goes on

"One of the first sights we saw
on a 'henequen plantation was
the beating of a slave a formal
beattnz before the assembled
tollers dt the ranch early In the
morning Just after the dally roll
call. The slave was taken on

MO., 2, i9op.

bare back with a heavy wet rope,
lashes so lustily delivered that
tho blood ran down the victim's
body. This method of beating Is
nil ancient one In Yucatan and
itf the customary one on all the
plantations for boys and all ex-
cept the heaviest men. Women
are required to knell to be beat-
en, as sometimes arc men of
grent weight. Men and women
are beaten in the fields as well system. They are at the bottom
an the morning roll-cal- l. Each ()f , wcntf,. ri.l nt the
iui I'liiuii, or uniii in?., rni rii'w u
heavy cane with which punch-
es and prods and whacks the
slaves nt will. 1 do not remem-
ber" of visiting a single field In
which I did not see some of this
punching and prodding and
whacking going on.

"I saw no punishment worse
than beating In Yucatan, but I
heard of It. I was told of men
being strung up by their fingers
or the toes to be beaten, of their
being thrust Into black dungeon-hole- s,

or water being dropped on
the hand until tho victim scren-me- d,

or the extremity of female
punishment) being found in some
outrage to the sense of modesty
In the woman. I saw the black
holes, and everywhere I haw jail
dormitories, armed guards who
patrolled the outskirts of the
farm settlements while the slaves
slept."

And YOUR president. Mr. Free
Horn American Citizen, is now on
his way to pay his respects to
the tyrant who Is responsible tuv
theso conditions, and thereby
glvo your Indorsement. How do
yoU like it? Don't it make you
feel like throwing up that old hat
as you do at election times?

The large mass-o- f Maya slaves
wero formerly the land owners,
but they were lulled to steep with
songs about "liberty" and rob
bed. They were legislated out of
house and home while following
the brass band and the Diaz par-
ade. Of a plantation 30 miles
square, with 1,300 slaves, Mr.
Turner writes

"Seven hundred or the slaves
are able-bodi- ed men. the rest are
women and children. Three hun-
dred and eighty or the men are
married and live with their
families In the one-roo- m huts.
Theso huts are set in little pat-
ches of ground 144 feet square,
which, rocky and barren ns they
are, are cultivated to some small
purpose by the women and child-
ren. In addition to the product of
their barren garden patch, each
family receives daily credit nt
inn piuniauon store lor .i cen-tm-

wnu., or xweive ami onc-un- ii

cents, worth of merchandise. No
money is paid; It is all in credit,
and this same system prevails on
about half the plantations. The
other half merely deal out ra-
tions. It amounts to the same
thing, but some of the planters,
stick to the money credit system
merely in order to keep up the
pretense of paying wages. I pri-
ced some of the goods nt the
store corn, beans, salt, pepper,
clothing and blankets were about
all there were and found that
the prices were high. I could not
understand how a family could
live on twelve and one-ha- lf cents
worth" or It each day. a hard-
working family, especially.

"The slaves rise from their beds
when the big bell rings at 3.45 in
the morning, and their work be-
gins as soon thereafter as they
can get to It. Their work In the
fields ends when it Is too dark to
see any more, ami about the yard
It sometimes extends until long
into the night.

"Tho principal tabor of tlie
plantation Is the harvesting of
the henequen leaves and cleaning
tho weeds from between the
plants. Each slave is given a cer-
tain number of leaves to cut or
plants to clean, ntn! it is the poli-
cy of the planter to make tile
stint so hard that the slove will
have to call out his wife and chil-
dren to help him. Thus nearly all
tho women and children of tile
plantation spend a part of the
day In the field. The unmarried;
women spend all the day In the-field.- .

nnd when, at boy reaches the
ago of twelve lie Is considered to
be a man and b-- given a stint oC
his own to do."

"Sundays the youths and maldl-en- s.

meet, ami plan to marry.
Sometimes they are wen. per
mitted to go orf thn flirm and
meet. the. slaves of their neigh-
bor,, but never are they permitted
toi marry ttse- - people of other
plantations, tor this would! ne-

cessitate tbe purchase of either
the wife or the husbn.nd by either
one or the other or the two own-
ers, and tftat would be too much
trosWe."

IT 18 TO LAUUH.
It would have delighted the

heart of every Christian citizen
of tkta state to. hava heard Rev.
8. E. Betts, I). D., of St. Louis.
"skin-- Clarence S. Uarrow at the
local option debate In Blodgett.
It was a Christlaa nan against
the atheist and scoffer, whose
chief argument was the ridicule
of the Christian religion. No bet- -
ter man than Dr. Betts could be
found to do the "skinning," and
he did It to the delight of the
crowd. American Issue.

They who were fortunate
enough to bo at Blodgett will
smile at the above as they recall
who it was that got the skinning.

CAN YOU FIGURE?
I have been figurclng a little,

nnd I am unable to figure! out
where the producer is benefitted
by the profit system. I nm going
to submit my figures to you and
see what you sny about It.

As I figure it tho workers are
the "mud-sill- s" of our Industrial

nt nie.also
he bottom otherwNe. There Is no.

one below thern on whom they
can shift the load 'by extracting
profit, and tln fellows above nee
In the profit extracting business
themselves. All above the work-
ers hnc It in their power, at
least to some extent, to fix prices
The producer gets the price fixed
for him. He looks at his paper,
examines 'the lnurket reports as
fixed by the speculator.'", and that
settles It. He has uo say in the
matter.

On the other hand, the price on'
what he buys is also Tlxed. He
hns no choice, if lie needs a wa-
gon, mower, plow, groceries, clo-

thing, medicine, flour, or any of
the necessaries, he must pay tho
price fixed or do without. He is
a helpless creature in tho business
world and i skinned golnu and
coming.

The farmer hauls his wheat
to the .station when hi paper
tells him that the price is Si. 10
in St. Louis. The dealer pays him
si.oo per bushel. It costs, say.
five cents to get thn grain on
the market ami the dealers prof- -
It Is five cents per bushel. If at
this rate, the dealer buys 1,000
bushels per day his profit is $50.
The five cent that it) costs to
get the grain marketed U also
deducted from the original price
paid; hence the FARMER pro-
ducer pays the freight, commis-
sion, elevator charges and the
local dealers profit.

The miller who buys the wheat
grinds It into flour and feed
stuff and sells It to the consum
er, who must pay the whole bill-inclu- ding

the grinding and the re-

tailers profit. The mill will not
sell to him any cheaper than the
retailer, for Lt uiu.t protect lt
customers, at your expense.

If you sell your grain to local
pay than

St.
e'l's commission, freight, etc.
They know have you where
the wool i .short. They pay no
more than the iieuTer and. in
fact,, local dealers are generally
their agents.. 1 dont blame them
for doing this.. I would do it.
You would do It. t is "business.''
And "business is business," you
know. In the .rack son Castibook
of last, week E find tne following :

We see by the-Cap- papers that
the mills- - down there aro adver-In- g

their flour-I'- local papers
competing with each other for

trade. But from what we have
heard they dare cot compete
with the milling corporation
here, A Jackson party tried to
buy a. sack of flour from a Cape
mill the other day and they sail!
tlie.v could not sell film the flour,
because the corporation at Jacks-
on-, was so much stronger than
the company that they were
afraid of it. "My ountr.v
tune, sweet land

'tis of
liberty,

best. 80 cents per sack, second
grade 7r cents, 'third grade 70
cents, Whntduea sack of flour
cost you here, gentle reader".'
Don't it cost about 20 cents
more'.' And can you buy a to
other flour in Jackson Jnirk
son mnila. flour"? not tin
merchants; nnd groeerymen here
Iu a sense forbidden tu sell Ap- -

pleton. Fruitlaad, Mlllerviile or
I'ocanoatas-floor.- ' if that is not
so, will. some one please show it in
those cslumns.thnt tlie C.-I- man
may be corrected?

I do not know about Cape coun-
ty, but. am Inclined to believe
that tills Is "all in the play." and
that an investigation will reveal,
the Cape county milling trust.
The- - story that the Cape concern
s aifrald o the .lacksoa concetti
because It Is "stronger souniis
flsfty..

Uower. It will wot bo lung
until all of the mills of the ciun-tr- y

will be organised Into- - one
gigantic trust, and then the- - pro-- .

will get for his grain what
the trust is wllllag to pay, and

price of flour and meal will,
advance to where the poor will

obliged to eat fodder.
At this time small combines are

organized in counties, and these
will eventually be consolidated.
Our own Scott county milling
trust has already extended Into
neighboring counties and, no
doubt, the mills or the (Hirer-e- nt

counties have a "gentle-
man's agreement." Of course
suoh combinations are In viola
tion of law, and If our authorities
could smell a trust as far as
they can smell 'a erap shooter,
they might set their names la

ONE HOSS PHYLOSOPHY.
J. A. Wny hind In Studies ln SosluliKU.

The production of pig Iron Inst
year was ten million tons LESS
than the year before, It would
have been Just as easy to produce
an increase as it to produce
less, but n there was no profit
in producing what, could not be
sold, the workers? were turned
out to starve or live tm decrenned
latioiis. The production in 1 1t07
Was ir.(00.i0() ton! and l.'.nOO-00- 0

tons ln There Is more
need of Iron than is produced,
People are In need of tilings made
of Iron that they cannot buy be
cause It is too high. Under a
system of industry m'o!! the. could produce enough in one

V...V" single toV""' thewould own and "'Kh' 011 foma on which tho
Va '"S f ;!"- -. ' Hll the

" bDo you that the " the allpeople, under public ownership,
would discharge themselves to
starve and do without the things

Tho people have to
live, and would it not be better
to have them produce tilings that
nre needed than to turn them out
of employment arid not have tho
things? Individual ownership
cannot do this, but collective
ownership not only could, it
would. f)o you think starving,
idle men are better than busy,
v ell-f- ed people.

One-thir- d of the whole popula-
tion I engaged, not in production
but in preventing production.
How nianj thousand would be
winning today ir tlie.v wore nor

to or ,,,,. only or
s were permit- - people will hiro themselves outtod.' or bo making things ir to people,

were permitted? Can you
not see tnt a system thut pre
vents men. and from doing
things that should be done, mak
ing things nre in need of. is
nil wrong'.' Why should the work-
ers- be put to being servants of
the few you call rilch the few
who wont work, the few who are
reveling iu luxury they have not
helped to produce? If you had
any sense you could see that
things are upside down. Tho

people are at tlie bottom
and the usoletn people are on top.
Not only here, but everywhere on

is tills true Look at Italy,
at .Spain,, at Russia, at C'hi&a. at
Japan, at Mexico everywliere
you see tne same condition Wake
up!

and drinks aro
solely for the reason that the

owners of th? plants can tliercby
usake more profits. IT therj- - were
no print-- in the poisoning and

they win no more ' cheapening of tho
the Louis ni-ic- i Toss the ileal. there Would he no

they

the

the

be

half

commodities,
licll deception

fraud and crime. Will ,iou
not agrc X?. tii-ut- v Th a b.-- vein
Mu dlagree with the further
statement that if the nation
owned the plant and produce")
the gotds. rant no one woufW an in
by adulteration and
there be no adulteration?
v li.v spend (111111011 to pn, spio- -

lawyers, costs, Ua

etc and tb l

ners of plants ami still liavt viti- -
nted goods ,ou can trust the
government to employ men to
prevent fraud, why can yoa not

it to employ men. t;-- make
the goods, at), cost and save the
expense of tho sentinels?' Why
remain stupid all your life:' Why
not do a little thinking""

From every city comes reports
of diseased' milk nnd uuMtrtitary
dairies, Tills Is the cry year ia
and year-out- . Not only that, but
tile farmers are forced, to sell
milk cheap so that the
ing monopoly of capitalists may

of of; .T',,. t r sip t'.inii v i i i ii it l ii. nirti
.. m .X;.,i"' . " .l- - necessary to get whole- -

but
Are

dacer

all

was

the

the

but

and

some milk at a reasonable price
Ms for the city to own nnd oper-
ate tlie tlaiiv business, It can
then 3iivo any kind of iilk It de-- I
sires, nt cot. and no one will

, make n prolflt tty supplying
cheitn. nnst.v. adulterate d or in- -

"'fiated milk. Su as more
money can Do made oy tuos?

milk by adulteration,
so- long will it Be" adulterated.
You do it,, ami you must

"ON THE WAY."
Chicago Dally Socialis- t-

Let no workingiunn
that plantations

capitatsts,

selves civilized are but two
that governed by despots and
ruled by terror. Those two are
Russia and Mexico. The two hare

else common. Roth are
emerging Into capitalism.
are soaKeq the mood or
own In both every

vrstlge liberty of the press, of
speech and assemblage has been
destroyed. Each lias dungeons
whose Indescribable horrorrt
reserved such their citizens
as dare to speak human free
dom.

When Tart was ln Russia
drank the health the Czar.
He is now his way shake
hands with Diaz. has
done this he will, In his personal
ity, nave unnea together two 01

worst brutes' that
times have produced.

Russian bonds are owned 'by
American capitalists. The cre-
dit of the Russian rests
upon the bayonets that
uphold the throne of the Ciar

the liber tha of his
subjects. Therefore Taft, as the

, w ..(
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expect others nr much llko
yourself. Only by collcctlvo
ownership will tho Incentive to
cheat be abolished. Wl:l you

grasp a stitrmrnt as sim-
ple as thit.

The wage earners of the United
States produce, in one year, fin-
ished goods worth over 14,000-000.00- 0,

or .2,11.".881,4141 more
than all the capital Invested
nil the Industries enumerated.
This means tlmt If wngroa fli-
ers owned the tools of nrndnetlnrr

I

' all build- -7hoperate

ips , S

think all materials,

tlie.v need?

.

he

raw
stock ln process of manufacture
and all tho finished on
hand, of nil the
plants in tho United States and

left. Think
of it! In Just one year If you
ownod ttie tools.

.In.r Gould once said that ho
could hire one-ha- lf of the people

' to shoot the other half. Jay was
right In Russia we see the Czar
hiring half the people to kill tho
other' half: wn find the same
thing in every country. We see
Americans hired as soldiers to
shoot the workers the strikers
for justice. Hut there Is another

,tliing Rulers have not been able
to hii:e 3ocCiirts to shoot ttie pco

niittcd use the lnii.1V would Iguoran. degraded
mimiijr uio.v

would kill otherthey

women

they

useful

earth

Foods adulterat-
ed

therefore
would

go.M

long--

handling

wou'il

American

there

much

for

suppress

product

Six English noblemen own more
land In this nation than the
whole area of Indiana! Besides,
there are more than 100 English
noblemen owninar great tracts.to
say nothing of their partnership
in corporation that own areas
greater than ntany kingdoms.
But, of course, the great, big. fat,

Ilbert.v-Iovln- g American
would not eriflure land-lcmlis- m

like the poor peasants of Europe
do! Of course notf It might star-
tle you to roan' an article In the
Technical Wurld Magazine about
"Who owns the earth'."'

If you aro engageel iu n strug-
gle to dethrone a king would
you select the generals and bene-
ficiaries of the king to direct
,our operations? o Then wliy
do .ou expect the present admin-
istration to dethrone the trusts,
w hen the cabinet fs composes! of
trust muganti tt nun who are
owners in triist,of men who aro
attorney 'or tniit-'- .' What is
Taft gies jail? Taffy

Stlt I A LPS M tomes as tho f rieet 1

of the home, to e'DUOle a'l men to
hno home and opportunity and
all women to have plea-an- t sur-
roundings oC their own.

Socialism will bo th.e realiti- -
deteetivos. court tlon oi all that capitalism tle- -

. to watch punish ow- - . I" u ou oi.

If

trust

Roth

on

never

in

free.

.

Social'.sni is the doctrine of
good cher. It Is at once a pro-
mise and a prospeet.

Socialism comes to enable all
to have private property and
plenty to give th?m luxuries.

socialism d-"- . aitt propose t
"give" you your full social pro-tluc- t,

but merely .to see that you
are enabled to retain It.

Socialism would destroy Indi-
viduality of the tlevourers and
reduce them to the dead level of
ha vine to make their own way.

Socialism ts nol; what someone
wants to provide for you. but a
chanjo for you to provide the
very goal that you liive

Sijrclallsrn is tlie wny of success,
it will provide a means whereby
,ii may renllzw the good that

has drprlvod you of.
Socialism will not take your

farm or .tour home, but will end
tae burden of the mortgage ami
the weight rent and profit
that lias-ke- you down.

Socialism dors not come to take
your !mpe anil your possessions,
but to gie- - you hupe anil enable
.vou and all others to bo truly
rich.

bondholders
of the Czar

drinks health

Mexican railroads mini nnd
or women foriret one of the are owned by Amor- -

objects of the present journey of lit-a- These Industries
the president Is to meet and arc worked by. enslaved peons,
shake hands, with the dictator of Upon the perp?tuntion or that
Mexico. slavery deivcnds the dividends

Of the couittrirs. that call them- - upon these securities owned oy

are

in
just

in
their people.

of

are
for of

he
of

tn
When

the modern

bonds
same

and

the

have

tf

tlie

.Vmerican capitalists. Peonage
iu Mexico rests upon the brutal
rule of Diaz. Therefore Taft, as
the of American
capitalists, shake hands with
Diaz.

There is something that the
public school teachers of Chica
go should ten tneir pupils today.

They should tell these children
that the big, fax man whom they
saw ride through! the streets of
Chicago Is on his way to the bor-
der of Mexico, where he will
shake the hand of a man who baa
probably been directly respon-
sible for more brutal murder
than any oth;r man on this con
tinent

This would be a lesson la his
tory in the making.
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